
Morris Central School  
Home Instruction Continuity Plan 

Parents 
 

Introduction 
 
Our transition to home instruction has been challenging, but it is very important that we 
provide the highest quality instruction possible to each one of our students.  We need to 
support our students and families both academically and emotionally while 
understanding what a traumatic time everyone is going through.  
 
Goal 
 
Our goal from March 16 until we are able to have students back in school is to help 
each student progress academically.  Ongoing learning remains essential for our 
students as the foundation for their future grades, courses and post-secondary 
plans.  Each teacher must ask themselves “what are the most important skills that my 
students need to learn until the end of the year?”  There are no Regents or benchmark 
assessments so what should students know when they return, possibly not until 
September.  We are not looking for mastery, rather ability to grasp the content.  
 
5 Critical Elements of an Academic Continuity plan 
 

1. Equity and availability to all students 
2. Designing for the unique needs of all students 
3. Supporting system orientation/preparation 
4. Accessibility for all students 
5. Preparation for short and long term closures 

 
Instruction 
 
To ensure the greatest of all 5 critical elements, all teachers will design learning through 
online resources when available and “paper & pencil” only if needed, for all grades and 
subjects, PK-12. The packets will be distributed during food pick-up and delivery, during 
special delivery times just for the materials or mailed. All students will receive this 
material and will constitute “instruction” for the period of extended school closure.  To 
the extent possible, learning packets will offer differentiation for students at different 
learning levels, abilities, and supports.  



 
Goals of Home Instruction: 
 

● Provide all students with continuity of learning that is accessible and clearly 
communicated 

● Lesson objectives are clearly communicated 
● Content and skills will be reinforced and introduced in a variety of ways. 
● Opportunities to interact with the teacher or with other students via video, audio, 

chat, or discussions will be provided. 
 

Timeline 
● March 16- April 14 

○ Focus on health and well-being 
○ Connecting with students and families, engagement, reinforcement; 

supplemental learning. 
● April 15-June 26 or school re-opens 

○ Continue to focus on health and well-being 
○ Continuity of Education with NEW instruction 

 
Elementary & Secondary: 
 
As we move into the “new learning” period, consider the following: 
 

● How will students access instructional plans and materials?  
● How will students receive assignments, submit work and get feedback? 
● How will students collaborate with you and each other? 
● How will we collaborate to support each other and our students? 

 
Additional time must be spent on communication with families and individual students. 
 
Curriculum During the Suspension of Onsite Classes 
 
Teachers should prioritize NYS learning standards and cover essential curriculum as 
they provide instruction. 

● Prioritization should focus on standards that are foundational for future learning 
in other courses and/or grade levels. 

● Curriculum should be pared down, providing students exposure to and instruction 
in the most important standards. 

 



Teachers of Regents courses should continue to provide students with instruction 
focused on remaining content for the school year.  Even though Regents exams have 
been cancelled, students should receive exposure to content. 
 
Teachers of college courses should follow instructions they receive from the 
college/university. 
 
 
Recommended Time Allocations 
 
Expectations for students’ at-home learning time is listed below.  Note that students 
at-home learning time includes time spent learning new material, watching video 
lessons, participating in class discussions and completing assigned work and activities. 
Review and practice of new material learne is not included in this time frame.  Teachers 
should utilize judgment as to how much time should be spent in review of the new 
material being learned, depending on the learner(s). 
 

● Grades K-2:  2.5 hours total per week for ELA and math, with an additional one 
hour per week for learning in other disciplines (3.5 hours per week total) 

● Grades 3-5:  4 hours total per week for ELA and math, with an additional one 
hour per week for learning in other disciplines (5 hours per week total) 

● Grades 6-8:  2 hours each per week for ELA, math, science and social studies, 
with an additional 2 hours per week for all other subject areas (10 hours per 
week total) 

● Grades 9-12:  2.5 hours per week for each core class, with an additional 2 hours 
per week for all other subject areas. 

Grading 
 
Junior-Senior High School 
 

● The instructional packets that were received on Monday, March 16, 2020 and 
Wednesday, April 1, 2020 will not be graded, but teachers have been supplying 
feedback to students. 

● During all school closure time a grade of “complete” or “incomplete” will be 
assigned for all student work. 

● A third round of instructional materials were developed and assigned. Print 
materials (for those without internet access) were delivered/mailed on 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 and include learning activities and assignments 



through April 29, 2020.  New online instruction will begin on Wednesday, April 
15, 2020 and include learning activities and assignments through April 29, 2020.  

● Participation in online learning is encouraged and recommended for more 
timely feedback. 

● Third Quarter Grading 
Grade based on student work up to the last day of on-campus instruction (March 
13, 2020).  Teachers could work with students whose grade was failing on March 
13th to provide opportunities for the student to bring his/her grade up to the 
passing level.  
 

● Fourth Quarter Grading 
**Scenario #1:  If we DO return to school: work will be graded accordingly similar 
to the manner it was prior to March 16, 2020 
 
**Scenario #2:  If we do not return to school; work will be identified as Pass/Fail 
 
Teachers will use varied forms of assessments and graded assignments to 
measure and document evidence of student learning with multiple opportunities 
for revision, re-submission and remedial supports. 

All students are expected to participate in assignments provided by our teachers. 

● Final Grades 

All final grades that impact the awarding of high school credit for the 2019-2020 
school year will be calculated by identifying the average of the first three quarters 
(Q1, Q2, & Q3) and then indicating a 4th quarter Pass/Fail.  The 4th quarter work 
is to be addressed by only improving a grade.  While there may be a variety of 
combinations unique to each student, it is understood that a student with an 
average of 65 or higher after three quarters and a Pass for the 4th quarter, will 
pass for the year. 

Conversely, the same student with a passing average after three quarters who 
Fails the 4th quarter, “should still be able to pass the course”, HOWEVER, should 
that student totally shut-down, turn in no work, participate in no exchange of 
assignments, and WILLFULLY disengage with the teacher and learning, could 
put him/herself in a position of possibly being DENIED credit and repeating the 
course. 



Additionally, as another example:  a student who has a failing average after three 
quarters; and exerts tremendous effort, completes assignments, engages with 
the teacher, and receives a “Pass” for the 4th quarter, could be given strong 
consideration to have passed the class and earn credit by the teacher or 
principal.  If they were not passing as of the end of the 3rd Quarter, then the 
student must receive a “Pass” for the 4th quarter in order to be considered by the 
teacher to receive a “Pass” for the class for the year.  

Although we are not giving numerical grades during this time period, teachers are 
tracking class meeting attendance and online learning participation/completion. 
All final grades for the 2019-2020 school year will be converted to a Pass/Fail.  If 
a student was passing at the end of the 3rd Quarter, and continues to show 
evidence of participation and learning throughout the 4th Quarter, they will pass 
for the year.  If they were not passing as of the end of the 3rd Quarter, then the 
student must show evidence of participation and learning in order to receive a 
“Pass” for the 4th Quarter and be consider by the teacher to receive a “Pass” for 
the year. 

Pass with Distinction:  In order to recognize students who worked at a very 
high academic level before the school closure and also during the extraordinary 
time of the coronavirus pandemic we will celebrate their efforts with a designation 
of “Pass with Distinction.” 

Elementary School 
 

● The instructional packets that were received on Monday, March 16, 2020 and 
Wednesday, April 1, 2020 will not be graded, but teachers have been supplying 
feedback to students. 

● A third round of Instructional packets were assigned and delivered/mailed on 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 and included learning activities and assignments 
through April 29, 2020.  These instructional packets, at the discretion of the 
grade level or subject level or individual teacher may also include instructions to 
access online components through Google Classroom  

● Instructional packets are meant for all students to access learning.  Online 
learning is at the discretion of the teacher and is subject to both the instructor’s 
and student’s ability to access the online platforms. Participation in online 
learning is encouraged and recommended, over paper copies for more 
timely feedback, will not be graded, nor mandatory for participation when 
electronic access prohibits such participation.  



● Third Quarter Grading- Grading is standard based and this is reflected on student 
report cards.  This is similar to what was used in the past and based on a scale 
of 1-4.   Work completed prior to the last day of on-campus instruction which was 
March 13th was used to make the grade determination.  

● Fourth Quarter Grading- Grading is standard based and is reflected on student 
report cards.  This is similar to what was used in the past and based on a scale 
of 1-4.  Grade determination will be based on student work completed at home.  

● Final Grades- Teachers will determine whether a student is promoted to the next 
grade level based on their progress through our initial date of closure 
(3/13/2020).  Only students who were considered for retention prior to March 
13th can be discussed for retention.  The teacher must speak to Mrs. Smith and 
with the parents before final determination. 

 
Summary Guidance for NYS Regents Exams 

Grades 7-12 students currently enrolled in 
a course that will culminate in a Regents 
who will earn credit by the end of 
2019-2020 school year 

Exempt from Regents Exam 

Grades 7-12 students currently enrolled in 
a course that will culminate in a Regents 
who will not earn course credit by the 
end of the 2019-2020 school year 

If student attends summer school in 2020 
to earn course credit, they are still 
exempt from the culminating Regents 
Exam if it is administered in August 2020 

Grades 8-12 students who are not 
currently enrolled in a course that will 
culminate in a Regents, but were in the 
past and have already earned course 
credit and planned on taking the exam in 
June 2020 

Exempt from Regents Exam 

Any student preparing to take a +1 
Pathways Assessment in June 2020 who: 

1. Currently or previously enrolled in 
the course that lead to the pathway 
assessment and will or has already 
earned course credit or, 

2. ELL whose home language is 
Chinese, French, Italian, Korean or 
Spanish, intending to take LOTE 
+1 or, 

Student intending to use the ASL +1 
Pathway  

Exempt from Pathway Assessment 
(including Technical Assessments for 
the purposes of graduation) 
 
Exemption from Technical Assessments 
for the purposes of a CTE TEchnical 
Endorsement is not automatic.  This 
determination is student-specific and a 
local decision using data regarding 
individualized student proficiency. 



Any student who has earned 3 course 
credits by end of school year 2019-2020 
in LOTE, who was intending on taking the 
LOTE Checkpoint B Exam in June 2020 
for an Advanced Regents Diploma 

Exempt from Checkpoint B Exam 

Any student exiting high school in June 
2020 who is unable to meet the 
requirements of the CDOS 
Commencement Credential or the CSOS 
+1 Pathway because of the COVID-19 
situation, who has demonstrated 
proficiency of the CSOS learning 
standards may be granted various 
waivers. 

1. Granted a waiver from the 
completion of the 216 hours of 
CTE instruction and/or 

2. Granted a waiver of the 54 hours 
of work-based learning 
requirement and/or 

3. Granted a waiver from any other 
NYSED approved exam that may 
have been being used to achieve 
the CDOS +1 Pathway  

*Student eligible to earn either the 
Regents or Local diploma as applicable 

 
 
Below please find an important list of “dos” and “don’ts” we will follow and advice when 
connecting with students remotely through online and electronic tools. 
 
It is very important to remember to make plans with flexibility, equity, access, student 
abilities in mind for both instruction and learning.  High expectations are what we should 
strive for, but we must guide our expectations through the lens of reality in this 
unprecedented situation. 
 
For Students and Families: 
 

● It is important that students and families work diligently through all materials over 
the time period for which they’ve been assigned. 

● Be sure that any online tools your student is using to complete assignments and 
communicate with teachers are district-approved.  District-approved tools and 
platforms for the purpose of learning during COVID-19 school closure through 
re-opening of school are: 

○ Google Meet (for teacher collaborations) 
○ Google Suite Platforms (meets all privacy requirements for EdLaw2D) 

■ Google Classroom 
○ Assignments 
○ Embedded/linked asynchronistic videos using YouTube 



○ Student discussion forums/comments, etc. 
■ Google Docs 
■ Google Drive 
■ Google Meet (for students/faculty interface) 

● It’s always a good idea to monitor your child’s Internet use. 
● If multiple family members are using the same devices throughout the day, be 

sure to log out between different family members. 
 
Announcements and Guidance for Students and Their Families 
 

● Students and families, appropriate to grade level, need to check MCS email or 
personal email regularly and daily as possible.  Students should respond to their 
emails and correspondence when it is sent.  We are appreciative for teachers’ 
outreach, but students should be responding when that happens.  

● Students should “check in” to Google Classroom to communicate with teachers 
and fellow classmates regularly in order to engage in online learning- as much as 
this is appropriate and possible. 

● Please let our Information Technology Service know if you could use support 
through a computer or Chromebook by emailing gthom@morriscsd.org.  Your 
email will be answered as promptly as possible 

 
Academic and Instructional Resources for Families 
 

● Will be posted on the Morris Central School Website 
 
Social and Emotional Supportive Resources for Families 
 

● Will be posted on the Morris Central School Website 
 
Important Approved and Suggested Resources for Supplemental Learning 
 
There are many ways that teachers can prepare instructional activities for students. 
Additionally, there are many ways students can continue learning that do not require 
access to a computing device.  Base instruction during the period of school closure at 
MCS will require that teachers prepare supplemental learning packets for a period of 
time that employ options for learning outside of the school building. 
 
An example would be providing photocopied packets that include both instructional 
materials and learning materials/resources for students to take home/pick up/deliver. 

mailto:gthom@morriscsd.org


Keep in mind specifically designed instruction for students with special needs in 
combination with other services.  Pool responsibilities between colleagues within each 
grade level or department, whenever possible.  Teachers should tailor learning packets 
for each child's special learning needs and abilities whenever necessary (within the 
same grade, class, or course). Special education teachers should offer input to teachers 
on specific children to the extent possible and modify materials if needed. 
 
Below are options for instruction and learning without the use of technology. 
 

● Textbooks, trade books and magazines 
● Photocopies of text, pictures, and other media 
● Printed transcripts of guided lessons 
● Photocopies of activity pages, graphic organizers, and skill-building sheets 
● Lists of hands-on activities students can engage in at home (Teachers should 

tailor to developmental level), such as 
○ Conducting and documenting an experiment and analyzing results 
○ Collecting, analyzing, interpreting and visually representing data, and 

using data to make prediction or create a model 
○ Creating art 
○ Moving (exercising, taking a walk dancing, playing, practicing yoga) 
○ Writing (academic, creative, technical) 
○ Counting, measuring, telling time, determining area and volume, factoring, 

calculating, etc. utilizing real-world objects and scenarios 
○ Noticing, sorting, classifying, comparing 
○ Drawing a map (physical or other type of geography map; or concept map) 
○ Performing a demonstration 
○ Writing and/or performing a play, puppet show, or dramatic retelling 
○ Learning about family, heritage and culture 
○ Learning a new skill 
○ PBS Live Broadcasting 

 
Technology-based Options for Supplemental Learning 
 
MCS is fortunate to offer students access to technology in grades 5-12 with the 
availability of Chromebooks for every student.  At grades K-4, students may or may not 
have access to technology, but we do have a limited number of Chromebooks for 
student use, should the supplemental learning plan include the use of technology. 
 



Technology offers our teachers and students increased and additional supplemental 
options for continuing learning during extended closures.  Technology can be leveraged 
in different ways to meet local needs, including but not limited to: 
 

● Communication through Google Classroom and its helpful application slike 
Google Meet ,Google Docs, Google Drive, etc. and the private whole-class 
communication application- Remind 

● Teacher/student and student/student interaction (Google Classroom office hours, 
check-ins, peer collaboration) 

● Instruction (asynchronistic video/audio recordings, video and text links to 
instruction, asynchronous online courses) 

● Learning materials and content (digital content, online learning activities) 
● You are encouraged to reach out to your library-media specialist, Technology 

Coordinator, other colleagues, and your principal for information on technology 
options that are available and supported by MCS 

 
Important Note:  In compliance with state law and regulation, MCS takes every 
measure possible to protect students' personally identifiable information from 
unauthorized access when considering utilizing digital learning platforms.  Examples of 
such measures include minimizing the amount of data shared to only that necessary, 
de-identifying data to prevent the public disclosure of students’ personally identifiable 
information and the use of  encryption or an equivalent technical control that renders 
personally identifiable information unusable, unreadable or indecipherable to 
unauthorized persons when transmitted electronically.  For more information, please 
refer to NYSED’s Data Privacy and Security website. 
 
Please use the links below to explore optional resources for digital content and digital 
tools. 
 
Broome-Tioga BOCES School Closure Toolkit (contains content area resources, online 
instruction guidance for Google Classroom, and virtual daily professional learning class 
schedule via Zoom) 
https://sites.google.com/btboces.org/scricplic-online-instruction-g/home 
 
Capital Region BOCES resource for K-12 educators to support with remote learning 
https://essentialed.capitalregionboces.org/ 
 
ONC BOCES Instructional Support Services- Continuity of Instruction 
https://sites.google.com/oncboces.org/isscontinuityofinstruction/home 

https://sites.google.com/btboces.org/scricplic-online-instruction-g/home
https://essentialed.capitalregionboces.org/
https://sites.google.com/oncboces.org/isscontinuityofinstruction/home


 
● Digital Content:  http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/digital-content-resources 
● Digital Tools:  http:www.nysed.gov/edtech/digital-tools 
● Meeting Program:  Google Meet (all teachers have Google Meet for all 

professional collaborations) 
● Learning management Platform:  Google Classroom 

 
Google offers free productivity and management tools specifically for education. 
Google Classroom is one product in G Suite for Education, which also includes Google 
Drive, Docs,. Sheets (spreadsheet), Slides (presentation tool), and more.  Classroom 
works with GSuite for Education so that instructors and students can communicate 
easily, create classes, distribute work and stay organized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/digital-content-resources
http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/digital-tools


Appendix A - Listed below are the time of virtual learning.  On days not listed other 
instructional materials are being provided through Google Classroom 
 

GRADES 7-12 Office Hours/Direct Instruction Blocks by Subject 
Due to overlapping live instruction/office hours, a suggested schedule of meet times 
by subject has been created. Each Subject has a two hour block to accomodate 
multiple classes at the teachers discretion. Other includes electives not listed. 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9:00 AM 
PE/Health Spanish/Tech Other Spanish/Tech PE/Health 

10:00 AM 

11:00 AM 
Math Science Math Science Art 

12:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
ELA Social Studies ELA Social Studies Music 

2:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Elementary live instruction/office hours are listed below.  Other instructional material will 
be provided in the Google Classroom or other platforms. 
 

GRADES PK-6 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 PE Music Art Library PE 

9-10 
9:30- 5th 
9:30- 6th 

9:30- 5th 
9:30- 6th 

9:30-5th 9:30- 
6th 

9:30- 5th 
9:30- 6th 

9:30-5th 
9:30- 6th 

10-11 
5th 
6th 

4th 
5th 
6th 

5th 
6th 

4th 
5th 
6th 

5th 
6th 

11-12 4th 
4th 
5th 

4th 11:30- 1st 
Pepe 

4th 
5th 

4th 11:30- 1st 
pepe 

12-1 PK K PK K  

1-2 1st Joern  2nd 1st Joern 2nd 

2-3 

  

2:45- 3rd 
combined 

 Bolton 4th, 
5th,6th 
2:45- 3rd 
combined 

 
 
  


